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he should turn his steps, and he will find, if of sympathetic
mind, a warm welcome.

OTHER RELIGIONS

Among the religions that have no contact with Islam,
with Hinduism or with Christian movements, are several
held by smaller bodies. There are the Buddhists, of course,
of the Himalayas, people of Mongoloid race; there is that
most important racial and religious body the Parsees, who
maintain the ancient Aryan religion of Zarathustra, whom we
usually speak of as Zoroaster. Fleeing from Persia before
Islam the Parsees, or Persians (males only it is said), took refuge
in western India many centuries ago. A self-contained, per-
haps over-clever, trading race, they are amongst the most
valued of the population, observe their racial purity strictly,
and have no poor. The faith they hold, their temples and
observances, are of great purity and dignity, and to students
of religion are a remarkable survival of a faith that was old
when Islam arose, or even when the Christ was born into
the world.

India has few Jews in the sense that the rest of the world
has, but she has curious settlements of both 'White3 and
'Black' Jews; the former dwell with their white co-re-
ligionists in Cochin, and are an interesting relic, presum-
ably of converts, while the 'White9 Jews there, and the family
of the Ben-i-Israel near Bombay, must come from that home
of Jewry, Bagdad. The indigenous and foreign Jews, the
latter from Mesopotamia or Aden, have their synagogues in
the important towns.

Animism, a portmanteau name for the various non-
Hindu cults of the aboriginal tribes aforesaid, is decreas-
ing under attacks from Christianity and Islam, as well
as by the social ambition that induces some to aspire to
acquire a status, however depressed, under the Hindu
umbrella. Indeed among the aboriginals we may see at
work some of the world's earliest religious conceptions, and
we may also see the process at work under our own eyes,